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HAS AN ANGEL FROM THE HEAVENS VISITED THE 
EARTH IN THIS AGE OF THE WORLD? 


(Continued from page 308.) 


We now come to that part of John’s 
prediction, which relates to the wor- 
ship of the true and living God. Now, 
if the people were reverencing the 
true God, the angel would not have 
been required to tell them that they 
must worship him who made hea- 
ven and earth, and the sea and the 
fountains of waters.” Let us proceed 
rp investigations, and 

vor nd out whether the 
have been worshiping the 
not. This problem can best 
whe ved, by drawing a comparison 
wixt the God of Israel and the God 
“d modern Christendom, In the Pro- 
; tant “confession of faith,” God is 
escribed as a being possessing neither 
ie parts, nor passions. Modern 

‘essors of religion believe also, that 

‘san immaterial being. How far 
ser a accord with reason and 
P Learned men say that we 
wt onty reason by analogy. If we 
= around us, can we see anything 
™ ogous or similar to that which is 

material? Are we not material 


beings? Do we not eat, drink and 
breathe material substances, and dwell 
on a tangible, material world? Then, 
is it not plain that such a conception’ 
of the Deity is utterly at variance with 
reason, and not only with reason, but 
with revelatior, as we will now pro- 
ceed to show. Are not the religious 
people of the world continually ex- 
claiming, Great is the love of God to- 
wards his creatures? Isit not written 
that He loves righteousness and 
ar. ae and that he is angry with the 
wicked every day? How can a being 
who has no ions exercise lo 
anger or hate, which are passions 
It is simply ridiculous to su such 
a thing for one moment. in 
xviii, it is recorded that the Lord and 
two of his angels visited Abraham, as 
he sat at his tent door on the 
of Mamre. They had their feet wash- 
ed, ne sevens of f and it would 
be y as reasonable to suppose 
that the calf which Abraham we at 
oung man to dress, was imma 
torial 


that prepared ial cakes, 
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or that it was immaterial water which 
Abraham used in washing the Lord’s 
feet, as to imagine, for one moment, 
that the feet which were washed were 
immaterial, or that those holy beings 
had neither body nor parts. In Gen. 
xxxii, 24 to 30, it is recorded that 
Jacob wrestled with God, and called 
the name of the place Peniel, because 
he had seen God face to face, and his 
life was preserved. In Hebrews i, 3, 
we are informed that Jesus is the 
brightness of his (the Father’s) glory, 
and the express image of his person. 
Jesus had both body, parts and 
passions. It is also written that God 
made man in his own image, and thus 
we find that the god worshiped by 
mankind, is not the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and that therefore 
they do not reverence the true and 
living God, whom to know, and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent, is life 
eternal. Hence the necessity for the 
fulfilment of that portion of John’s 
prediction, from which we understand 
that an angel would inform the people 
that they ought to worship Him who 
made the heavens, and the earth, the 
sea and the fountains of waters. 

But, says the inquirer, you have 
told us that an angel has visited the 
earth, but you have not informed us 
to whom he has appeared! The 
Latter-day Saints testify that the Gos- 
pel has been restored to them by an 
angel who appeared to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and revealed unto him 
the will of God concerning the esta- 
blishment of his Church and kingdom. 
His history gives a full and succinct 
account of the revelations given unto 
him, and the spread and progress of the 
principles he taught. Exposed to 
obloguy and persecution during his 
life, he sealed his testimony with his 
blood; but,have all those trials sufficed 
to stay the progress of this people? 
No. The Lord found another man to 
fill his place and lead the people. The 
Latter-day Saints, after being driven 
from the midst of civilization, found a 
home in the valleys of the Rocky 
Mountains, beside the Great Salt 
Lake. Hundreds, and we might say 
thousands, are yearly being added to 
swell their numbers. People are 
gathering to that place out of nearly 
every nation, and the fulfilment of 
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the words of Isaiah has commen 
when he says, ‘‘ And it shall comet, 
pass in the last days, that the moyp. 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be ests. 
blished in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the bilk: 
and all nations shall flow unto i 
And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go-up to th 
mountain of the Lord, to the house o 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walkin 
his paths: for out of Zion shall g 
forth the law, and the word of the | 
Lord from Jerusalem.” Hearken all S 
ye people unto whom these words 

shall come. The God of Israel is not 

the being mankind have so long de 


cribed him to be, for, behold, he has The 
raised up a Prophet in these days, in the fa 
order to usher in the last dispensation, God, 
which is the dispensation of the ful a duty 
ness of time, to prepare for the com- not be 
ing of onr Lord and Savior, to reign reflect 
on the earth a thousand years as King especi: 
of Saints. The God of Israel isa God under 
of revelation, and will no longer had t 
main silent to those who will listen light 
unto his words. For, behold, he has The k 
burst asunder the clouds of gloom and them, 
darkness, in which the earth’s inhabt the tr 
tants have been enshrouded. A stream and, | 
of communication has been opened up await 
betwixt the heavens and the earth, perfo 
which shall never be interrupted, quali 
until the predictions of the ancient posit! 


of m: 


Prophets are fulfilled, and the knov- 
ledge of God cover the earth, as the 
waters do the channels of the mighty 
deep. We invite all to come ou 
boldly and investigate, and see for 
themselves whether our testimony 
true or false, ‘‘ for the promise is unto 
you and to your children.” Lett 
not deter the honest from investig+ 
ting the principles and doctrines 
corporated in the faith and practice 0 
the Latter-day Saints, because the 
popular feeling runs against them, for 
the Saints and servants of God mn 
ages, have had to buffet the popular 
stream, and swim against the current 
Jesus says, ‘‘ Blessed are ye when 
men speak all manner of evil 

you for my name’s sake,” but woe unto 
you when all men shall speak well of 
you. We testify unto you, that me 
speak all manner of evil against 


falsely. Abuse is the weapon used by 
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his emissaries, to endeavor 
a onward and majestic march 
nf righteousness and truth. Jesus 
,id, if any man would do the will of 
‘ie Father who was In heaven, he 
suld know of the doctrine whether it 
a3 of God, or whether he spoke of 
himself. The same promise 1s held 
attomennow. If they have faith 
in God, and in his Son Jesns Christ, 
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repent of their sins by turning away 

from them, be baptized by an autho+! 
rized servant of God, have hands laid 
on their heads by the same authority, * 
for the reception of the Holy G j 
walking in uprightness before 
and men, they shall know of the’ 
doctrine whether we speak of ourselves, - 
or whether those principles have ema-' 
nated from God. 


_—— 


SELF-CULTURE.—ITS IMPORTANCE TO THE SAINTS. 


BY ELDER JOHN V. HOOD. 


The cultivation and improvement of 
the faculties bestowed upon us by 
God, is a duty incumbent upon all, 
aduty the importance of which can- 
not be too highly estimated by every 
reflective man and woman, and more 
especially by those who have come 
under the influence of the Gospel, and 
had their minds illuminated by the 
light emanating from its principles. 
The knowledge that is thus received by 
them, enables them to comprehend 
the true end and object of their being, 
and, pointing out the bright exaltation 
awaiting them, incites them to the 
performance of such labors, as will 
qualify them for taking their proper 
position amongst the governing classes 
ofmankind. Society, which does not 
recognize the Divine element in the 
heart of man, nor aspire to that lofty 
height marked out by the servants of 
God, still urges the advisability of the 
world being so constituted, as to afford 
to all an opportunity of elevatin 
themselves, of gaining knowledge, — 
being able to understand the laws and 

ts of nations, the political econo- 
ny of governments, or the nature of 
the forces that exercise their power in 
material universe, directing the 
notions of planets and systems, and 
using the grateful interchange of 
‘Pring and summer, of autumn and 
Despots, who live only for 
of their own passions, 
and libe Wish to crush out the life 
erty that is in man, and use 

a8 a tool’ by which they 
ascend to power and fame, may 


the world 
could 


strive to retard the free flow of truth, 
and the cultivation of mental power, - 
deeming that its salutary effect would’ 
weaken the bonds in which they hold 
the people, but, all enlightened and 
liberal rulers, actuated by a desire to’ 
see their nation flourish and p 3 
have adopted means by which the: 
people might be instructed, raised up- 
from mental debasement, and ena ; 
to understand the laws and principles: 
that hold sway in the scientific, the 
political and the religious world. In-: 
dependent of the benefit accruing to 
man from this in a social point of, 
view, the pleasure resulting from a 
well-balanced mind, from faculties. 
properly regulated and acting m har« 
mony with the law of their existence,; 
should stir him up to exercise those 
talents given him by God ; not prosti+ 
tuting them at unhallowed shrines, nor 
using them merely for the purpose of 
gaining an ascendancy over bis fellows, 
but, bringing them all in subjeetion to 
the higher law of the Gospel, use them 
for the advancement of the good and 
the true ; and, as the exile-palm turns 
ever heavenwards, looking tothatsouree 
from whence all light and wisdom floway 
The Latter-day Saints, having re+ 

ceived such great and cheering 
mises of future blessings, if fai 
and obedient to the laws of God, ought, 
above all people, to strive to make 
themselves acquainted with those 


things: having a relationship to, their 
further progress or advancement Im 
the Gospel, so, that they may. be able 
alloted to 


to fill that sphere them by 
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Heaven. The Gospel is, by its very 
nature, a system that will enlighten 
the mind, and cause the understanding 
to become fresh and fruitful, and yet, 
although the promise of the Divine 
Paraclete, or Comforter, was, that it 
should lead the minds of those who 
received it into all truth, still, this 
does not imply that a perfect know- 
ledge of heavenly things, such as the 
children of God were promised they 
would possess, could be gained upon 
any other principle than that of 
earnest labor, and undeviating atten- 
tion to all the duties that weuld ele- 
vate the soul, fan the spark of Deity 
within the mind to a blaze, and mould 
it to aperfect form, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 
Nor will it give merely that head- 
knowledge, which men receive from 
the systems of education in the world, 
but, by its very nature and organiza- 
tion, is designed to purify and refine 
the elements of man’s system, the 
channels through which his spiritual 
life has to flow. ‘‘ Whatever,” says a 
well known writer, ‘‘expands the 
affections, or enlarges the sphere of 
our sympathies—whatever makes us 
feel our relation to this universe, and 
all that it inherits, in time and in 
eternity, to the great and beneficent 
Cause of all, must unquestionably re- 
fine our nature, and elevate us in the 
seale of being.” It 


man, not alone that his intellectual 
age might become more vigorous, 
ut, that he might understand the 
principle upon which to develop 
those powers, and the relationship he 
sustains to his God, his brother and 
himself. And if, as the poet says, he 
is true unto himself, then it will 
follow as night follows day, that he 
can be false to no other man, that he 
will be imbued with honor, and 
honesty, with firm will and frankness 
and truthfulness, contempt of opinion, 
justice and perseverance, and that 
then the greatest and most important 
part of his education is gained, better 
than if he had spent his time in culti- 
vating talents alone, in imbibing 
, accomplishments, and profound 
earning, without comprehending the 
laws that pertain to the kingdom of 
love and gentleness, the grand maxim 
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‘spoken both by heathen philosophen 
and Christian A stles, “Do Unte 
all men as ye would that all should & 
unto you.” The Gospel being pry. 
gressive in its nature, can only bk 
grasped gradually, and according t 
the perseverance and ardor of th 
recipient. All the elements of tm} 
are within the mind, they never ip. 
crease, but our comprehension of the 
truth increases, until hope blends inty 
full fruition, and faith gives place to 
perfect knowledge. If we fill up th 
mind, as a commercial traveller would 
fill his trunk with shreds, and patches, 
and patterns of everything, the brain 
willbe transformed into a mere lumber. 
room, without any order and harmony, 


_learn precept upon precept, line upon 
'line, here a little and there a little, 


is for this pur- | 
pose the Gospel has been given unto 


whereas, on the other hand, if we 


our minds under the directing infu 
ence of the Spirit of God, will bk 
lightened up with perfect radiance, 
and like careful householders, we wil 
bring forth from the treasure-house, 
things new and old. If the sam 
principle were acted up to in regard 
to the education and development 0 
youth, better results would be effected. 
The parent who takes forth his little 
child, and points out to him the 
beauty of the flowers, the glory of the 
regal sun, and the splendor of the 
summer stars, is implanting ideas 
worthy of attention in the young 
mind, which neither the breath , 
passion, nor the corroding cares @ 
life, can dim nordestroy. The ancient 
Spartan education, we are told, com 
sisted in riding, shooting with the 
bow and arrow, and speaking the 
truth, and although this might b& 
deemed as pertaining simply to 
barbaric age, still such muscularVOne 
anity would develop the ph 
powers, the intellectual faculties, 40° 
the slumbering affections of the your: 
whereas, we find by the popular sy* 
tems of education, that the freshnes 
and sparkling vivacity of yom * 
destroyed, that fools of twenty * 
moulded out of learned prodigitt 
ten, and instead of life, and mim, 
and music filling the young heart, ne 
fant Herschels’ are poring over ws 
matics for the million, and mim 
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equation oF algebra. The young oak 


> d in the greenhouse or 
t jg nurture 

: 7 conservatory, will never become 

. woods on the ex- 


narch of the 
hil-side nor the child whose 
d joyous feelings are 

young and JOY 
cribb’d, confin’d, by the 
sonventionalities of modern society, 
or the requirements of popular edu- 
ation, the strong, enduring man who 
«an look the world in the face, grapple 
vith its cares and trials, and come off 
nore than conqueror, through Him 
hat loved him. There are two kinds 
of education, that which a man re- 
wives, and that which he gives to 
himself. By the latter, we mean to 
imply that course of mental and moral 
training passed through by those who 
act up to the true principle by which 
the understanding can be developed. 
God has so constituted the human 
mind, that it necessarily grows by its 
own action, but, upon no other con- 
dition. The mere fact of being taught 
some principle, will not cause man to 
reflect that priaciple in his heart ; the 
reading of brave and good and noble 
deeds, will not make him a hero nor a 
philanthropist ; he must take the plan 
his exemplars adopted, must sow the 
sels of truth within the soul, and 
thongh they lie there dormant fora 
While, they will spring up at some 
future time, and under the force of 
circumstances, the man will acquire 
hew-born strength and hope and cou- 
mge. And yet, there is nothing mys- 
terlous in this process, it is simply 
the eternal law of heaven, ‘‘ whatso- 
tveraman suwetl, that shall he also 

reap.” 

There is something still further to 
be looked to, which is equally as im- 
portant in the process of educating the 
wind—namely, proper understand- 
iny ot our physical organizations, and 
heey that regulate life and being. 
“pular theology scouts this idea, and 
thet the source foxgetting 
pass hrough which they 
that the § ny ye e of God, and 
vou? If God dwelleth in 
God. him defile the temple of 
ne. a God destroy ; for the 
pie of God is holy, which temple 
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yeare.” ‘* What? know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price : there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
‘‘ What a piece of workisman! How 
noble in reason! how infinite in 
faculties! in form and meving, how 
express and admirable ! in action how 
like an angel! in apprehension, how 
like a God!” And yet, we are told 
that no relationship subsists betwixt 
onr bodies and our immortal spirits, 
further than during this life, and that 
when we have ‘‘ shuffled off this mor- 
tal coil,” and are free from the dross 
and clog of mortality, we will receive 
a glory that we could never become 
partakers of, were body and spirit to 
remain united. But, understanding 
the Gospel as a scheme for the regene- 
ration of the body from physical evil, 
as well as the redemption of the spirit 
from sin and Satan, and comprehend- 
ing the relationship existing betwixt 
the two, the Latter-day Saints wish to 
develop both their physical and spiri- 
tual organs, so that harmony may 
pervade their systems, and the spirit 
be enabled to act with perfect freedom, 
and put in practice, by means of the 
tabernacle that surrounds it, the truths 
it has received through obedience to 
the commands of Heaven. The har- 
mony existing betwixt the constituent 
parts of the human frame is so admi- 
rable, that we cannot act in any cer~ 
tain manner upon one, without the 
rest participating alike in the benefit 
or the injury, and without the spirit 
sharing algo in the result. Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach .and Abednego, 
would not eat of the portion of the 
king’s meat, and of the wine whi 

he drank, ‘‘and at the end of ten 
days, their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the 
children which did eat the portion of 
the king’s meat.” Nor did the bene- 
ficial results flowing from this course 
cease there, for, we read, that ‘‘ God 
gave them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom : and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and 
dreams.” ‘*And in all matters of 
wisdom and understanding, that the 
king enquired of them, he found 
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them ten times better than all the 
magicians and astrologers that were in 
all his realm.” Neither does man, as 
we understand from revelation, attain 
unto bis fully glorified state, until at 
the resurrection, when his spirit comes 
knocking at the door of the sepulchre, 
making inquisition after bone and 
sinew, so that the grand and glorious 
framework of our being may be built 
up anew, and we can stand forth re- 
deemed, exalted and glorified. 

This, then, is the true and proper 
system of education to be pursued by 
the Saints of God. Not alone to train 
the intellect to habits of thought and | 
reflection, but, to subdue the evil 
within them, nurture the germs of 
good, and study their physical organi- 
zation, so that their minds can be free 
and untrammelled, their affections 
fresh and ardent, and every part of | 
their system beating in unison and | 
harmony with the ete-nal law of love | 
that rules the universe. And, al- | 
though the promise has been given, | 
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“Take no thought beforehand 
ye shall speak, neither do ye premed 
tate: but whatsoever shall be a 
you in that hour, that speak ye: fy 
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy 
Ghost,” remember also that the Log 
has said through his servants, “Sef 
diligently and teach one another work 
of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of th 
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WILFORD WOODRUFF. 
[FROM HIS OWN PEN. | 


July 22.—I was with President 
Joseph Smith and his Council and the 
Twelve ; it was a day of God’s power 
with the Prophet. He healed many 
who were sick nigh unto death, among 
whom were Elijah Fordham and 
Joseph B. Nobles; even the wicked 
rabble followed to see the sick healed. 
As Joseph was about to cross the 
river, a man came to him and asked 
him if he would go about three miles 
and heal two of his small children, 
who were twins, about three months 
old, and were sick nigh unto death, 
He was a man of the world, he had 
never heard a sermon preached by a 
Latter-day Saint. Joseph said ‘he 


could not go, but he would send a 


best books words of wisdom: sd say 
learning even by study and also y ot 
faith.” And again, “Study af the 
learn, and become acquainted witha “ 
good books, and with language 
tongues and people.” By so dom a 
our minds will be enlightened, 
will be enabled to take our position is ho 
the Church and kingdom of God, and # 
understand, when we see men glory 
ing in knowledge and learning alon, os 
‘* that the race is not to the swift, no T 
the battle to the strong, neitherye 4 
bread to the wise, nor yet richest i 
men of understanding, nor yet favo 
to men of skill,” but that, “ He that i 
endureth to the end shall be saved.’ * 

( 


man. After hesitating a moment, le 
turned to me and said, ‘‘ You go wit 
this man and heal his children, # 
the same time giving me 4 red sti 
handkerchief, and said, ‘ After you 
lay hands upon them, wipe their er 
with it, and they shal! be healed ; = 
as long as you will keep that handker- 
chief, it shall ever remain asa ~~ 
between you and me.” I wental 
did as I was commanded, and the 
children were healed. +h 
On the 25th, I was attacked w" 
chills and fever. I had a chill every 
other day, and was very sick. 
August 8.—I laid my hands 
my wife and children, blessed then 
committed them into the het’ 
God, and started upon my Eng 
mission, leaving my family sick, 
with not more than four days Pr 
visions. Brother Brigham — 
rowed me across the Mississipp as 
boat ; I was sick and feeble. 
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laid down upon the bank 
n aside of sole leather. 
came along and 


I landed, I 
of the river 

Prophet Jose 
at me, said, ‘‘ You are 
starting on your mission.” I said 
yes, but I look like a poor instrument 


fora missionary ; I look more fit for 


) hospital or dissecting room than a 
He replied, What do you 
. say that for ? Go ahead in the name 


of the Lord, and you shall be healed 
and blessed on your mission.” I 
thanked him. A brother came along 
with a wagon, and carried me a few 
mileson my road. I started without 
purse or scrip, and passed by Yarley 
P. Pratt, who was hewing logs fora 
house; he was bare-footed, bare- 
headed, without coat or vest on. He 
said, “‘I have no money, but I have 
an empty purse ; I will give yon that.” 
[ went a few'rods, and found Elder 
H. C. Kimball building a log cabin. 
He said, ‘I have one dollar, I will 
give you that to put in your purse.” 
He blessed me, and I went my way, 
accompanied by Elder John Taylor. 
[ had a shake of the ague every other 
day, and lay on the bottom of the 
wagon while [ travelled. 

We staid with Samuel H. and Don 
Carlos Smith at Macomb, and held a 
meeting with the Saints, who contri- 
buted $9 to our necessities, and George 
Muler gave us a horse. Father Colt- 
rin was going east; he took us into 
his wagon to help us along. We 
spent five days in Springfield, where 
Elder Taylor printed fifteen hundred 
copies_of a pamphlet upon the Mis- 
sourl persecution. We sold our horse, 
and left on the 21st, and continued 
our journey. We spent the night of 
the 24th with Dr. Modisett, of Terre- 
haute. 

Un the 28th, while travelling, Elder 
Taylor fell to the ground as though he 
had been knocked down. We adimini- 
stered to him, and he revived. On 
es day he fell again, and 
anted several times; it seemed as 
though the destroyer would take his 
life. We travelled with him four days 
alter he was taken sick. His sickness 
proved to be bilious fever. We stop- 
ped with him two days at a German 
oe inGermantown, Wayne county, 
ah a with a kind family with 

© was acquainted. Father 
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Coltrin would stay no longer. I pro- 
d to remain with brother Taylor, 
ut as [ was sick with fever and ague 
and not able to take care of myself, 
brother Taylor advised me to continae 
my journey with Father Coltrin, -say- 
ing, ‘‘ It is easier to take care of one 
sick man than two.” I committed 
him into the hands of God, and the 
family promised to do all! in their 
power to make him comfortable. T 
parted from him with a heavy heart. 

Sept. 2.—I continued my jou 
with Father Coltrin to Cleve ; 
Ohio. I there took steamer on the 
10th for Buffalo ; had a severe gale, 
and did not reach Buffalo until the 
12th. I travelled to Albany on a 
canal boat; had the ague daily, was 
very sick ; had no companions except 
sectarian priests, who were daily ly- 
ing about the ‘‘Mormons.” I took 
stage at Albany for Farmington, Con- 
necticut, on the night of the 19th, and 
rode all night and the following day ; 
suffered severely with fever and .ague. 
I arrived at my father’s house in 
Farmington on the 21st, quite sick. 
I found my father and family well. 

On the 27th Sept., 1839, my mater- 
nal grandmother, Anna Thompso 
died, aged 84; I was too sick to attend 
her funeral. It is a singular incident 
that my grandfather, Lot Thomps 
and Anna Thompson his wife, Samue 
Thompson and Mercy Thompson, «all 
of one family, died in their 84th year. 

On the 4th October, Adner 
brother to my step-mother, died, 

43. He requested me to preach hi 

funeral sermon. I had been sick at 
my father’s house, with the ague, for ~ 
fifteen days, attended with a severe 
cough, and the hour appointed for the 
funeral was the time for my ague, yet 
I attended the funeral an 
and I had no more e for many 
days. I left on the 7th, and visited 
New York, Long Island, and New 
Jersey, in very poor health. 

Nov. 1.—1 assisted Elders Clark, 
Wright and Maulliner, to set sail for 
England. Elder John Taylor had re- 
covered from his sickness, and a®miyed 
in New York on the 13th December. 

Dec. 19.—In company with Elders 
John Taylor and ;Theodore Turley, f 
went on board the packet-ship Ozford 
and sailed for Liverpool, where i 
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landed January 11, 1840, in good 
health and spirits. When I left my 
father, he gave me some money to 
assist in paying my — ; also gave 
me five dollars, which he requested 
me to keep until I arrived in Liver- 

ool, saying, I would there need it. 

his I found to be true after landing; 
that money was all we had to pay our 
expenses to Preston, and we had two- 
pence left. 

We arrived in Preston on the 13th. 
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| called upon to visit a woman 
with the devil. She was rag; 

foaming, and had to be held by fap 
men. The more we rebuked & 
devil, the worse she raged. We og 
tinued to pray and administer, wg 

we cast the devil out. She arose ay 
gave thanks to the Lord. The deg 
_then entered into a young child, a 
_we cast him out. I preached seven] 
times, and laid hands on twenty-cigh 


'persons. I went to Burslem on th 
21st, and met with Elder 
Cordon, President of the Bunig 
| Branch, which numbered 66. | com. 


Had a happy interview with brother 
Willard Richards; held a Council, 
and agreed that Elder Taylor go to 
Liverpool, Turley to Birmingham, and menced preaching in the Staffordshin 
I to Staffordshire Potteries. Potteries. Elder Turley left for Bi. 

Jan. 18.—I arrived in Manchester ;' mingham on the 29th. I remained ig 
met Elder William Clayton, who pre- | the Potteries some forty days, preace 
sided over that Branch, numbering ing, baptizing and confirming, af 
164 members. I was immediately _ blessing children. 


(To be continued.) 
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FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. 


Ix this cold and sceptical age, when the heart of the world seems to be 
frozen and encased in pride and selfishness, and man, instead of walking by 
faith, walks only by sight, it is pleasing to reflect on a time when a fresh and 
verdant faith bloomed in the souls of those who obeyed the Gospel, when al 
the difficulties and trials they had to pass through, only increased the love an 
affection they had for the things of heaven, nerved their arm to new coniliets 
and new victories, and inspired them to look forward to a time, when 
should be made right that puzzled them here, death be swallowed up im life, 


and earth stand forth in Eden-bloom and beauty, the home of the redeem 
and the immortal. 


THE 


The age in which Jesus appeared was, almost, in i 
nature, a reflex of the present. Wealth and title, the chief places in the syne 
goguesand at the feasts, were coveted and longed for then as now, and a 
happy possessors envied and reverenced by the multitude. What shall we eat! 
what shall we drink ? and wherewithal shall we be clothed ? was the conti 
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vestion of mankind, and it was deemed that by strict observance to the popu- 
requirements of society, success would attend them in their efforts, and 
bat if they failed to pay attention to its rules and demands, they could not 
spect to gain lasting fame or enduring prosperity. But, the religion pro- 
simed by Jesus, the principles to which his followers had to render obedi- 
nce, came in direct antagonism to this theory. He came, teaching his 
Apostles truths like the following, ‘‘ Take no thought for your life, whatye 
hall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
I. not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls 
‘the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet 
our heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they ?” 
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they 
spin: and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to-day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith ?” ‘‘ Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? 
and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the 
very hairs of your head are numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.” By such teachings as these, Jesus strove to 
counteract the philosophy that then pervaded the world, implant within the 
minds of his followers a belief in the Divine Government, and cause them to 
recognize and acknowledge God’s providential care. And although, at first, this 
task was diflicult, and the old prejudices and traditions imbibed through the 
force of religious teachings and hereditary influences, clung to them like the 
limpet to the rock, yet, the seed implanted within them grew and blossomed, 
this living faith, grounded upon eternal principles, was to them a source of Joy 
and peace, it filled their bosoms and lightened their labors, and, like the moon, 
although mayhap dim and obscured, was to them the reflection of the light 
that would rise upon them in the future, and was even then rising, though 
intercepted by the clouds and mountains that darkened and enclosed their mortal 
life. Whenever a man has been obedient to the command of God, and has, 
through that obedience, received a knowledge of the truth, this faith has 
accompanied him. Nor, has it been alone, when the high hand of Heaven 
was stretched forth to protect his people, that it has filled their souls. When 
darkness, and plague, and famine, and death stalked around Israel, and left 
them unharmed ; when the Red Sea parted before them, and the sun and the 
moon stood still at the voice of Joshua, and the walls of Jericho tottered and 
fell at the sound of the trumpet, it was easy for them to believe that the power 
of the Highest was overshadowing them ; but, even when solitary and alone, 
in Ur of the’Chaldees, in Sodom and Gomorrah, this faith and trust filled the 
hearts of the chosen. “4 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” ‘“ Al- 
ee gr fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the 
7 oe olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall 
mh mat er the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will 
tah a 1¢ Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” Such was the 
unconquerable longing that enabled them to “subdue kingdoms, work 
- Na = obtain promises, stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence 
alae cape the edge of the sword, out of weakness be made strong, wax 

‘ant in fight, turn to flight the armies of the aliens.” | 

In this refined and enlightened age, the necessity for the existence of the 


J 
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faith that accompanied the Gospel anciently, is completely ignored by ue 
Denying the truth of the assertion that God has revealed himself again ings 
the heavens, and closing their eyes to the manifestations of his povergl 
‘goodness, exhibited in this latter dispensation, men do not consider that » 
over-ruling, ever-watching Providence takes cognizance of their actions, ad 
glorying in their immaculate wisdom and learning, exclude Him from his og 
creation, ascribe all that transpires around them to secondary causes, wf 
triumphantly ask, What need for such things? ‘‘For, since the father 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creatig’ 
The teachings of Jesus are practically impossible to be acted up to by they 
professirg to be his followers, without destroying their prestige and infloeyy 
in the world, and so, they are only used in cases of argument, or, to proret 
the unbelieving and incredulous the sublimity, the charity and the beautyd 
the Christian faith, Men are instructed to take thought for the morrow, 
lay up goods for many years, and qualify themselves for taking a proper pou. 
tion in the world, and, were they to act upon any other principle, to be honed 
enough to believe in the truth of what Jesus propounded, and have faith thi 

they would receive a blessing, society would ostracise them, thrust them fra 

heremagic pale, and either frown them into acquiescence with her established 

laws, or brand them as fanatics and enthusiasts. Throughout every graded 

rank or intellect has this feeling spread. Whether we look to the pulpit, th 

press or the platform, we find the same declaration emanating from each; dl 
the phenomena of mind and matter, however rich and magnificent, all the 
events of history, however influential and unprecedented, all the changes thi 
have taken place in nations and individuals, however thorough and benelicent, 
have, according to their theory, occurred simply in a natural way, just asthe 
engine speeds along the rails by the force of steam. The Psalmist sang vay 
beautifully, but not truly, being merely laboring under a hallucination d 
genius, when he said, ‘‘ Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greaily 
enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water : thou preparest them 
corn, when thou hast so provided for it. Thou crownest the year with ty 
goodness ; and thy paths drop fatness.” Man, believing such a theory, canni 
see the presence and interposition of God, in the heavens above, the earl 
beneath, or the heart of man. He may admit that ages ago he left the impr 
of his finger there, but he sees no such finger now, amid the harmony of the 
spheres on high, the convulsions and up-heaving of the deep below, or th 
yearnings and longings of the immortal soul. Nor, can he see God in th 
history of nations. The marvellous events of history, however wonderful and 
baffling in their nature to those who lived contemporaneous with them, how- 
ever great an influence they have had upon succeeding ages, are drawn by hun 
into that iron chain of necessary development in which he binds up all thugs 
and although he looks around him upon vast masees of men sunk in vice aud 
ignorance, notwithstanding the play of many influences which have bea 
brought to bear upon them, he will admit any and every agency into oe 
work of their regeneration, with the exception of that of the Former of their 
bodies, and the Father of their spirits. 

With the Latter-day Saints it is different. The faith that lightened up ™ 
hearts of thousands anciently, exists now. The teachings of the servants 0 
God are the teachings of Jesus, and the ‘same results follow obedience wu 
them asbefore. And although they may have to battle with prejudice 
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right it is to reign, ves taken tha into his 

sbout to judge the nations; that he is really and truly the F 
human family, watching over his children, and protedting them 
and death; that his authority has to be recognized in the — 
palace, on the bench and in the pulpit ; that “ He doeth mer tr Ph 
the armies of heaven, and amongst the inhabitants of earth ;” 

sence can still be seen in the starry heavens, the verdant eatéh and as 
sea; that the heart of man reflects his image, and should giveforth Bis praise ; 


and, that he is really as near unto his children now, laboriiig asaightiy im ~ 


their behalf, as when the cloudy pillat loomed before lerdal inthe sunny’ east- 
ern sky, and flamed through the starry night in fiery’ splendor and glory. 
And what has been the result of this faith ? A consecration unto’ Hint ofall” 
they possess, not alone of their thoughts ‘and feelings, bat their wiver”and 
children, their cattle and vineyards, and houses and lands.” Is a tabernagie to 
be rented, in which to worship and pray? It is consecrated unte Ged? Are 
the Saints about to cross the ocean, and gather home to the Zion of tiem 


hopes? The ship is dedicated to the Lord. If anew settlement is to‘bebuilt, 


fresh land cultivated, a journey undertaken, the providence’ of God is 
nized, and his blessing implored upon it. The Elders go to the nméions With 
this faith burning in their bosoms, and difficulties vanish before them, ~“Eiey 
have faith in their God, and therefore faith in one another, and so, Ropetul 
and united, their hearts beating in harmony with the law of Heaven, they press 
on to the mark of their high calling in Christ Jesus. A faith like this ql 
bring down the blessing of Heaven upon the world, will cause the wilderness to 
rejoice and blossom as the rose, the lamb and the lion to lie down together, 


the knowledge of the Lord to cover the earth as the waters cover the cliaunels 


of the mighty deep. Far beyond ‘the fleeting mists of time, they camisee | 


glimpses of the future glory of humanity, and beyond the trials and troubles of 
life, behold themselves gathered on “‘ Mount Zion, the city of the living @ed, 


the heavenly Jerusalem, with an innumerable company of angels, the general” 


assembly and Church of the first born, which are written in seri God the ° 


judge of all, and the spirits of just men made perfect.” 


ARRIVAL.—We had the pleasure, on the 18th inst., si ieecisieinded ‘a short 
visit from Mr. Anthony Godbe, of Great Salt Lake Oity, who arrived here per 


City of Washington, on the 17th inst. Brother Godbe is at ha i ql 


¢ 
i 


country on business, and reports all well when he lett | 


DEPARTURE’ e ship David Hoadley, with “thy 
ou board, under the care and direction of Elder William Underwood, sailed 


ome 4 


New York from this port on the 10th inst. “We trast that all on Board: 
prospered on their journey, and landed’ safely ‘at ‘their ge 
with those of their brethren and sisters who have gone. before t then. hae 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


’ From the Deseret News and Daily Telegraph, we have news from the Vally 
up to the 13th of April. The General Vonference was held on the ih 
April, and, although the inclemency of the weather prevented thé usual lap 
gathering from distant settlements, still, there were quite as many present y 
could be accommodated in the Tabernacle, and after the first day of Cou 
ference, there were hundreds in town who could not gain admission, except by 
changing places with the congregation who vacated their seats at the close ¢ 
each forencon meeting. The instructions of the First Presidency and Tway 
Apostles, were as interesting and instructive as they were varied, and appi- 
cable to the present circumstances of the people. Many subjects and pring 
ples pertaining to the temporal and spiritual welfare of the people of Goi 
received the attention of the Conference, as will be seen by the minutes whid 
we will publish in the next number of the Stark. A number of missionaries 
were appointed to go to the Sandwich Islands, Great Britain and Scandinavia 
At an adjourned meeting of the Convention on Monday the 10th ult., a nam 
_ ber of addresses were delivered by the delegates who had been sent to repre 
sent the wishes of the people where they reside, and it was finally decided t 


— 


to ' 

sustain the prices adopted by the Convention at its last October session. On We 
the adjournment of the Conference, to the day following next October Con the 
ference, the meeting was resolved into a special Confecence, more missionaries i 
were called, and other business of importance presented, among which wa ch 
building a line of telegraph from St. George, in Washington county, to St th 
Charles, in Richland county. Reports were read from a number of the princ: nm 
pal settlements, stating what amount of means they would furnish towarls “ 
the accomplishment of this desirable enterprise. The work is to be pushed . 
forward the present season, and the material to be imported will be purchased e 
and brought into the Territory as soon as practicable. ~ I 


. a ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
America.—From letter from Elder Thomas Taylor, dated New York, the 
5th inst., we select the following :—‘‘ Everything seems to be moving © 4 
finishing up of this war. Almost the whole South has surrendered, and © 
look at it naturally, people would think the troubles were about over, and 
with these views gold still keeps down, with no signs of any immediate ns 
Since I last wrote, it has fallen as low as 140, but is now quoted at 142}. I 
had a letter from brother Holman, from the frontiers, this morning. ™ 
health is good, and I presume he feels anxious to become actively engaged - 
preparing for Emigration. I shall be glad when the emigrants begin to army, 
if it is.only to answer the many inquiries that are made of me. Business 20W 
_, begins to be brisk, and prices high. Everything looks favorable to our Emi 
gration passing through the States without difficulty, and I hope it will be the 
same all through.” 


Bremincuam Disrnict.—Elder D. P. Kimball writes letter from Birminga™ 
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the 16th inst., in which he says T have beet with biothenGrege 


forishire Conference since leaving Liverpool after Emigrationyand 

celled near three hundred miles, and‘ walked two outofthe thre. 

‘eld eight meetings, four in the open air, “and visited @ good many of thé" 

mints. I find them, as general thing, good,’ warm-hearted people." 
, prospects of a good work being done this summer, by holding. out-dedr> 4 

meetings in the towns and villages.” | 

District.—Klder Joseph E. 8. Russell, writing on the 13th inst... 

says ._—Brother Call and I have been taking a trip through the Bristol 

Conference, and on our arrival lately at 9 small village known as Moorland, 

we halted, and although there were no Saints there, were kindly entertained 

by some friends who were not unfavorable to our religion, and had some: rela- 

tives in the Church residing at a short distance from ‘them.’ We attended 

chapel, and after the minister had preached, We. requested permission to 

preach in the afternoon. The minister said, if we were preachers of. the 

Gospel, he had no objection to our holding meeting. inthe evening,.as he had 

another engagement. We assured him we. were preachers.of the 

arrangements were made accordingly. The time’ arrived)*and large-congré> 

gation had assembled, but the minister was on hand, metus dt the door and 

said we must be good enough to excuse him, as some of his flock had objected. 

to us preaching, believing we were ‘‘ Mormons,” a fact. which we did not demy. 

We told him we would not press the matter, but would.listen to him... After 

the service was over, I rose and made a few remarks in explanation to fhate ==> 

who had come to hear us (as there were many there who did not attend thas 

chapel). I told them that the teaching of the Savior was entirely differentt> — | 

the course they had pursued towards us, as, even if they considered us their a 

enemies, they should rather pray for, and labor with us, in. order: to.show ua @ 

our error. After meeting was over, the person who owned the ehapel,, came 

and told us that we could have it the next evening. We gave notice to this 

effect, and a large assemblage came forward. After the usual opening services) 

I commenced to speak. The Spirit of the Lord tested upon ‘ms, and 

along very well. As soon, however, as I came to speak on being born. of wate 

and of the Spirit, up jumped two of the minister’s flock who were drank, and 

had evidently come to disturb us, and begah to oppose us, tried.every 

means to prevent it, but they got louder and louder, and Iwas igen 

speaking. The mass of the people were very much disappointed; and qisiie 

us to try it again ; however, we told them that we would call at another time, 

— I think there are some honest persons there, or the Devil would aot 

Reapinc Conrerenon.—Elder Jonas N. Beck writing from: Reading on thd 

lith inst., says :—‘‘I feel well in health ‘and ‘spirits, for which am 


grateful to my heavenly Father. I have shared largely’ in ‘his goodneds,and 
consider that this mission is benefiting me... The Lord is: trying’ us in hyd 
prove our worth, and I, for one, feel like asking Him to give ua strength ths 
we may overcome sin and Satan,‘and gain a crown of glory, in, the 
Kingdom of God. The Saints of ‘this Conference: are feeling 
sso feel determined to press forward, and do'as T am’ told;"from 
by the servants of God placed over me. ‘ Obedience is better: than sacrifice” 
Sourk Arrican Mission.—Kider.M. G, Atwood, 


beth om the 8th ult., says :—‘‘ I am happy to say there. ars 
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for New York, on the 10th inst. 
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Saints expecting to leave this colony, per Sand 
There is but very little spirit of inguizy 
among the people, and the few Saints remaining are very much scatters) 
There is a small Branch of the Church in Cape Town, also another Branch ip 
Wintérberg. These two Branches are six hundred miles apart. 

other Branch in the Mission, but here and there a solitary member.” 


ship. Mezicana, Captain. 
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ENGLAND. 
MANCHESTER DISTRICT. 
Liverpool, May 2, 1865. 
President Wells. 
Dear Brother,—Knowing it to bea 
rtion of my duty to report the con- 
ition of the District over which I 
reside, I take great pleasure in so 
tor as all things are moving along 
in a prosperous manner. 

I arrived in this District on the Ist 
of February last, from Birmingham, 
which Conference I had been laboring 
in since my arrival in England ; and 
let me here say to all the Saints there, 
that I remember their kindness to me 
with pleasure, and pray my Father in 
heaven to bless them with every bles- 
ing, and may the same spirit of love 
and confidence increase within them 
from day to day. 

As brother Thomas Taylor, my pre- 
decessor, left soon after my arrival in 
this District, for New York, on emi- 

tion business, I commenced active 
uties at an ear'y day. I found bro- 
ther G. W. Grant, President of the 
Manchester Conference, a very ener- 
tic young man, and all the Saints in 

Conference, with few exceptions, 
doing firstrate, with good desires in- 
creasing within them to press onward 
in the cause of truth. 

At a Conference held in the Odd- 
Fellows’ Hall, Manchester, on the 
25th of Febru when President 
B. Young, jun. Eiders W. H. Shear- 
man and John V. Hood, from Liver- 
pool, and several others of the Elders 
were present, nineteen Branches, num- 
816 members, were represented 
‘by the different Branch Presidents to 
be in 
pects for 


g in- 


an 
of God, to be 


condition, with fine pros- 
the future. Man 
structions were given by the 


different | 


att 


speakers, and all went away feel 
comforted and blessed. Since 


have visited nearly all the 

in ee with brother Grant. At 
some of our meetings, many strangers 
are regular attendants, and ther 
seem to be honest souls seek- 
ing after truth. have visited bro 


ther R. N. Russell, President of the 
Preston Conference, twice, and had the 
pleasure of speaking to the Saints in 
that old town, and several listened t 
me who had been in the Church 
twenty-seven years, This was the 
first town in England where the Go- 
pel was preached, and many believing 
were baptized, and a few still remain 
faithful to the truth, but ered 
with the Saints to Zion. I also have 
made a tour around the Liverpod 
Conference, with brother §. Sean, 
and find the Saints as in the other 
two Conferences, striving to live their 
religion, and as a large majonty 
setting examples worthy of imitation. 
At Upholland, on the 12th of 
brother S. Sears and myself commen 
the out-door preaching for the season. 
On the 23rd inst., we visited the 
Hawarden Branch in North . Wales, 
and held three :meetings, two of them 
in the open air. Respectable. and 
listening congregations attended, sn! 
all, except one n, behaved I 
spectably. The idenits of the Con- 
ferences and the local Priesthood, are 
all the right kind of ‘men, and ar 
united. with me in the: great Work 
We have made arrangements 
hold out door meetings in all parts 
the District hope, by the aed 
16 to ‘bedr @ fartate 
and hamble testimony to the inhsbi- 
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tants round about those regions, 


. be brought to a knowledge 
truth, and with us in the 
,iming of the human family from 
|, bonds of error, superstition, sin 
d degradation, into which the sons 
1d daughters of Adam have degene- 
ted, by transgressing the laws, 
hanging the ordinances, and break- 
ne the Everlasting Covenant, which 
sd has given for governing the hu- 
Man family, and bring! them back 

nto his presence. e feel to raise 
bur warning voices to fallen man, and 
Mier to him the principles of life for 
bis acceptance or rejection. 

Praying that the a of Heaven 
may rest upon you and all the Elders 
f Israel, I remain, as ever, yours very 
tru] | 
AsraM Hatca. 


WALES. 
SWANSEA CONFERENCE. 
Swansea, May 12, 18665. 

President Wells. | 

Dear Brother,—Some considerable 
time has now elapsed since I 
rrote to you, to report myself and the 
condition of my field of labor. Since 
I was released from the Presidency of 
this Conference, I have spent most 
my time in travelling in it, under the 
direction of Elder Phillip Dell, who 
succeeded me in the Presidency. I 
am glad to say that I feel firstrate in 
the Work of God, and rejoice to see 
the and becoming 
mighty in power and influence among 
the ules of the earth. 

We are getting along slowly and 
surely in this part of the vineyard. 
We baptized about fifteen since last 


Conference, and k 
eep on making 


| feel to thank them ne heart, 


we can ; enemies { 
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we ha 
the truth, but, suppose it always 


tness of the kingdom 
heaven, shall be 


with the local Priesthood, have 


been 


laces there are very. 


felt a pleasure to administer to, 
pray the Lord to let his bless 
attend them, and may they be gather 
ed home to the bosom of the Church 
in Zion, and be saved with the sancti- 


heavenly 
of those 


able to perform every duty thas 
may devolve upon me while [I remain 
in these lands, and when’ P*retarn 
home to Zion, to do so with the ap 


probation of God:and his servanta,; 
Praying God to bless you, and those 

with yon ih the 

Mission, I remain, as ever, your 


only full 
Estimate actions not 
power that is implied mm 


Many a man thinks it is virtue 
stomach. 


sometimes fall if th Victories 


would be first: | 
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fied and redeemed in the celestial 
of of our God. | 
| ith the help of m 


knew how bad you are, become 
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been the case im every. age: 
pensation, when the 
upon the earth, ar 
preaching and teaching wie 
of the Gospel, sometimes to very Jange 
and attentive audiences, and in some a 
for the future. 
I have labored to my.satisfaction 
amongst my brethren «aud: «sisterm 
They are, as a general Maing, 
genuine Latter-day Saints, lo 
— them. TI have bem received / 
| amongst them with kindness, my a 
wants and comfort they havealways «| 
Father, and the counse Bs 
laced over me in the Lord, trustto 
AN My son, if you 
Cars next, and last of all your mouth, that your Ww may 
give no advantage to your adversary.” 
by their overt results merely, but by the real (house Seema 
over self, to which the 
| 


